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Comment Deadlines Set on Proposed 60 Meter Band Changes
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Updated 10/10/23

A public period is open until October 30, 2023 for radio amateurs to
comment on proposed changes to the 60 Meter band. ARRL The
National Association for Amateur Radio® is asking all radio amateurs
to join it in urging the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to
continue the existing use of the band. ARRL is encouraging
expressions of support to the FCC for the current 100 watt ERP power
limit (instead of reducing the power limit to 15 watts EIRP) and
continuing secondary access to the current channels. An opportunity
to reply to comments ends on Nov. 28. Comments should be
submitted in FCC Docket No. WT 23-120.

HOW TO COMMENT: ARRL Urges Comments to FCC on 60-Meter
Band

Currently, radio amateurs in the US have use of five discrete channels
on a secondary basis on which they are permitted an effective
radiated power (ERP) of 100 watts ERP. In the NPRM the Commission
solicits comment on reducing the secondary allocation to 15 kHz of
contiguous spectrum between 5351.5 - 5366.5 kHz with a power limit
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http://www.arrl.org/
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/search/docket-detail/23-120
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of 15 watts EIRP (equivalent to 9.1 watts ERP). The lesser spectrum
and reduced power limit was adopted by the 2015 World
Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-15).

The federal government is the primary user of the 5 MHz spectrum.
The National Telecommunications and Information Administration
(NTIA), the federal government’s spectrum regulator, has argued that
the WRC-15 proposals should be implemented as written. Doing so
would result in amateurs losing four of the discreet channels they
have been using on a secondary basis and having the maximum
permissible power reduced by more than 10 dB, from 100 watts ERP
to 9.1 watts ERP.

In 2017, ARRL petitioned the FCC to keep four of the current five 60-
meter channels — one would be within the new band — as well as the
current limit of 100 watts ERP. “Such implementation will allow radio
amateurs engaged in emergency and disaster relief communications,
and especially those between the United States and the Caribbean
basin, to more reliably, more flexibly and more capably conduct those
communications [and preparedness exercises], before the next
hurricane season ... ,” ARRL said in its petition.

ARRL said that years of amateur radio experience using the five
discrete 5-MHz channels demonstrated that amateurs coexist well
with the primary users at 5 MHz. “Neither ARRL, nor, apparently, NTIA
Is aware of a single reported instance of interference to a federal user
by a radio amateur operating at 5 MHz to date,” ARRL said in its 2017
petition.

ARRL will continue to advocate to maintain the 100-watt limit for 60
meters, continued authorization for the four channels outside the
WRC allocation that are being used today, and adoption of the new 15
kHz allocation with the same 100-watt power limit.

In the NPRM, the FCC recognizes that Canada adopted rules
equivalent to those proposed by the ARRL. “Finally, we note that
Canada has essentially implemented the same rules as ARRL has
requested,” the Commission wrote.

The FCC seeks comment on the proposed 15 kHz of contiguous
spectrum, but also on whether the existing channels should remain
allocated to amateur radio on a secondary basis, and whether the
maximum power limitations should be reduced from 100 to 9.1 watts


http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Regulatory/Petition20Rule20520FINAL2012,%202017.pdf

ERP. The FCC also requested comments on whether the power
limitation should be expressed as EIRP as the WRC-15 recommends
or as ERP as in the current rules.

NEW COUNTRY:

Here is an update on Juan Fernandez Islands, CEOZ. The CBOZA team
goes there February 13-20, 2024. There will be 10 ops on Robinson
Crusoe Island which has the IOTA designator of SA-005. As part of
the trip, they will do a Parks on the Air activation, Juan Fernandez
National Park, with IOTA designator CA-0022. They plan four stations,
160-6 including 60M, SSB, CW, RTTY, FT8 and 6M EME. Individual and
club supporters will get a mention on the website

Swains Island W8S: Oct. 4 - 17 | heard from an interview they had
with K3LR at DX ENG that they will be on 60m the last two days. So it
should be about Nov. 15 & 16. Joe

TJ — Cameroon New one
The upcoming TJ9MD November 2-15. The QTH, Kribi, is on the
Atlantic coast.

Timor-Leste NEW COUNTRY: 4W8X in November 2023. A team of 20+
skillful and experienced operators from Germany, Poland, Austria,
Hungary and England will be active from Timor Leste in November
2023, and plan to be on 60m.

NEW COUNTRY TX7L Marquesas Island: TX7L by a German team will
be on 60m Nov. 4 to 17.

New Country PYOT - Trindade and Martin Vaz Islands

PT2IC, PY1ZV and PY6RT plan an operation for 3-4 days in November,
Call sign PROT at the PYOQT station. Not 100% sure they will have time
for 60m

E6 — Niue



DF8AN will be holiday style, callsign E6AJ, November 3-10. QSL
direct or bureau to DFSAN; no LoTW or Club Log.

Namibia V51WH:

| will be back in Namibia from November 16, to April 2024. | will
operate from the farm near Omaruru and will pay attention to 60
meters.

Vy 73, Gunter, V51WH + V55Y

FH — Mayotte TO8FH

The October 10 to 22 TO8FH DXpedition have announced their
transmit frequencies: FT8 5.357 and CW 5.351.5.

Tuvalu T2C: Oct.10 to 30 CW on 5.354, FT8 5.357.
FO - French Polynesia:

TX6D will be October 2-15. With 5MHz permission now granted in
France and its territories, they will also get on 60M.

The DX Mentor Podcast
By Bill Salyers

The DX Mentor podcast is directed towards any amateur radio operator (Ham) or
Short Wave Listener (SWL) who has an interest in listening to or communicating
with stations that are not in your country, or DX. There have already been many
episodes with more in the future, and | think you'll find them quite interesting.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/347995275954755/
60m website: www.60metersonline.com
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